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RICHARD THOMAS, 


BOOKSELLER, 


7 R 10H TH EL MSTON. 


To the Nobility » bod e A to, at : 


reſident in the Town and Neighbourhood of E 
Brighthelmſton, and its ras Inha- = 


Pikante 


AD not my enemies availed themſelves 
of my misfortunes, to traduce my cha- 


facter with the moſt atrocious calumny, in or- 
der to conceal, or at leaſt apologize for a ſyſ- 
tem of conduct, whoſe object ſeems to have 
been my immediate deſtruction, and their own 
proſpective advantage, I ſhould never have 


thought it neceſſary to have made this public , 


appeal to thoſe friends, whofe good opinion it 
is as much my defire to merit, as I conſider it 
is my intereſt to deſerve. I have, therefore, 
to beg my fricnds will pardon my requeſting; 
their patient and candid peruſal of a plain and 


ſimple ſtatement of facts, which will, here- 


after, be corroborated by the moſt undeniable 
and unequivocal evidence, when thoſe cauſes 


arg 


2 Inn CASE or 


are Aetermined by law, which 1 bye com- 
menced againſt certain perſons,* whom, I 
truſt, will appear thoſe to whom I am indebted 
for the greateſt part of my pecuniary and men- 
tal diſtreſſes. Having no other dependance for 


the future ſupport of myſelf and four children, 


than the good opinion of my former and pre- 
ſent friends, the neceſſity of obliterating every 
falſe and malicious prejudice againſt my cha- 
racter, I hope will be a ſufficient apology for 
the publication of the following Narrative. 


I married Lydia Bedford, a daughter of 


| Mr. Bedford, of Eton, April 6th, 1774, and 


lived in great credit for nine years as a.Book- 


ſeller, at Brighthelmſton. During this pe- 
riod, Mrs, Thomas and myſelf lived in the 


moſt perfect ſtate of conjugal felicity, and had . 


fix children, of whom four are now living. 
In the year 1781, I took charge of the poſt 

Office at this town. From a train of unfor- 
tunate circumſtances, — a too great confidence 
in my wife's management, — and an unlimited 
indulgence of extravagances, relative to her 

| houſhold and perſonal expences, whoſe enor- 


mity my affection did not permit me then 


to perceive, I found myſelf ſo much em- 
barraſſed with preſſing demands, that, with 
the advice of my friends, I ſought a tempo- _ 
rary refuge at Dieppe in Normandy, where 4 
arrived April zcth, e L left Mrs, T. to 


| carry 


71 One of theſe perſons 3s. Colonel Jakes” Bayard, whom 
I now hold to bail for £300, damages, The other is Mr. 


James Bailey, whoſe Proſecution 3 is mentioned in the courſe 
of this Cale, | | 


\ 


RICHARD THOMAS. | 3 


carry « on che buſineſs, which J flattered myſelf, 
with her prudence and management, would 


have enabled her, in a ſhort time, to have ſet- 


tled my affairs, which I had entruſted to her 
care for that purpoſe, as well as for the pre- 
ſervation of my trade, and maintenance of 


myſelf and family. An extent being taken 


out by the crown againſt my eflects,* for a 
debt due to the Poſt- Office, an inventory and 
appraiſement were made of my property, 
which was returned by the Sheriff of the coun- 
ty, to amount to £313.4- In order to redeem 
theſe effects from this extent of the Sheriff, 
Mrs. T. went immediately to town, where he 
applied to ſeveral of my friends for aſſiſtance. 

Among theſe friends, was Richard Atkinſon, 


Eſq; who lent her, on my credit and account, 


2480. Miſs Frances Howell alſo lent her ano- 
ther 100, equally on my account, and for 
my accommodation. Mrs. T. having, beſide, 
13. was deficient of the ſum neceſſary for 
the redemption of my effects, from the cuſtody 
of the Sheriff, C100. She, therefore, applied 
to Mr. James Bailey, who advanced it ON con- 
dition that he ſhould have proper ſecurity.— 
Heng poſſeſſed of the whole ſum "Oy: for 7 


: * 8 theſe effects were Ltd two leaſes of twg 
: premiſſes, viz.— One on the Steyne, Rent 70. | 
FP — in the Eaſt- ee . 


+ Stock, £303. 
Leaſes, 10. 


d 


£319» | 


6 THE CASE OF. 


diſebarging the extent, ſhe applied to the Soli⸗ 


cCitor of the Poſt- Office, who informed her, 


that, as he underſtood I was indebted to other 


creditors nearly the ſame ſum, it would be 


proper to aſſign over the effects to a confiden- 


tial friend, otherwiſe they might be ſeized by 


thoſe creditors, as ſoon as they were apprized 


of their being out of the Sheriff's power, by 
the diſcharge of the extent, which he had 
brought againſt them.  Acrecable to this ad- 
vice, and in order to ſatisfy Mr. Bailey, by 
giving him that ſecurity which he expected for 
the loan of the {100. Mrs. T. agreed, without 
my knowledge or conſent, that the Sheriff 
might aſſign them over to Mr. B. which was 
done, on the goth of May, 1583.—Mrs. T. 
under this ſanction and ſecurity, returned to 

Brighthelmſton, and re-commenced the buſt- 
neſs in my name as formerly, when ſhe was 
countenanced and ſupported by the encourage- 

ment of my friends and cuſtomerzs SIDE 


; great part of the Summer.“ 


* Te being now e by James Bailey, as an Seele 
for his taking poſſeſſion of my ſhop, effects, and trade, 
that he at jr 2 made the purchaſe by advancing the whole 

ſum to the Sherk, and carried on the buſineſs on his own 
account; it is necefl; ary to mention, that the catalogue was 
privted, and the whole trade carried on in my name, dur- 
ing the lat Summer. My name alſo remained over the 


door until the 5th, and on a board at the end of the ſhop 


it alſo remained until the 10th of June, 1784. The books 


of the Circulating Library, with my name in them, were 


let out to Subſcribers, 'till or near the end of June, 1784. 


The ſhop was opened the 4th of June. 
Previous to the execution of this aſſignment, Mrs. T. 


gare James Bailey not only the 4 200, which ſhe had bor- 


rowed 
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RICHARD THOMAS, 3 

"ie the 16th of June following, Mrs. T. came 
in the packet to me at Dieppe, where ſhe re- 
mained until the 26th of the ſame month, 
when ſhe returned to Brighthelmſton, ang 


continued the bufineſs for two months after- _ 


wards with every care and attention, for the 
welfare and advantage of herſelf, me, and her 
family. But near the end of Auguſt, a Colo- 
nel John Bayard, an entire ſtranger to me, who 
was then a viſitant at Brighthelmſton, found 
means to alienate her attentions from her fa- 
"ily and her buſineſs, and indecd, her affec- 
tions for me, who was then ſuffering more 
| Poignancy of diſtreſs, from being abſent from 

a wife whom I loved with the moſt ardent af- 

fection, than I did from my pecuniary misfor- 
tunes. But, however, notwithſtanding this 
fatal connection, to the peace, welfare, and 

3 exiſtence of me and my family, Mrs. 
T. ſtill continued the buſineſs until the 10th of 
November; ſhe then left the ſhop, ſhut up, 
to the care of a female ſervant, and reſigned 
| herſelf entirely to the company of her new 
companion, with whom ſhe went viſiting diffe- 
rent parts of the country. It is on theſe jour- 
nien 1 en great parc of the money was 


Co oe op ents 


Ts of Miſs Howell © Mr. Atkinſon, but allo 7 13. 
which ſhe had of ready money in her own poſſeſſion.— The 
neceſſity of mentioning this circumſtance ariſes from James 
Railey declaring, that de advanced the whole ſum of 2313. 
which he paid to the Sheriff on the receipt of the afſign- 
ment of my eife&ts, leſt they ſhape, otherwite, have been 
feized by the reſt of my credit | It, "therefore, is evi- 


£6 he ouly adyanced on his e rr! Akcount of this ſum = 
100, © 8 


3 TA CASE: OF - 


ſpent, which I can prove ſhe received, abd 
with which ſhe ſhould have endeavoured to 
have diſcharged as much of and debts as the . 


Tum would have paid. 


It may be proper bere to mention wat Mrs, 5 
1 continued to write to me with her uſual love 

and tenderneſs, for ſome little time after ſhe | 
left Dieppe. But whether ſhe had any impro- 


per or diſhonourable acquaintance during this 


time, I cannot with certainty declare, If ſhe 
had, it is not yet arrived to my knowledge. 
For what J have ſtated, and ſhall ſtate, are ſuch _ 
facts, as I have ſo great conviction ol. that - 
can, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, make an af. 


fidavit of their truth and authenticity. 


HT 26, 1783, Frances Bedford, a ſiſter : 
of Mrs. T. came with my eldeſt daughter, to: 
ſee me at Dieppe, where they remained near 
five weeks, She gave me the moſt favourable 
accounts of my wife's ſituation, conduct, and 
management, and alſo of the favourable proſ- 


pect of my affairs at Brighthelmſton being 
very ſoon ſettled to the ſatiskaction of my cre- 
ditors, and my happy return to my wife, fa- 


mily, and bufineſs. This account proved a 
moſt agreeable ſolace to the diſtracted ſtate of 
my mind; and had Mrs. T. continued this care 
and attention to the diſtreſſed fituation of her- 
ſelf and family, I have not the leaſt doubt but 

I ſhould very ſoon have been re- inſtated in my 
buſineſs, and my family have been, thus pre- 
ferved from its preſent ruined and diſtracted 
fare. But her conduct being on the contrary, 
become notoriouſly abandoned to her illicit at- 


tachment, my friend Miss Frances Howell, 


to 
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RICHARD THOMAS» 5 


to whom I had been indebted for the pecuniary 
aſſiſtance before-mentioned, about the end of 
October was impatient to ſecure her property 
from the impending: deſtruction, which was 
too perceptibly threatening. the whole of my 
affairs and family. She, therefore, immedi» 


ately demanded payment of the ſum ſhe had 
advanced towards diſcharging the extent. 


James Bailey, without my knowledge, paid 5 
her, and alſo (100. more to Mr. Robert Bed- 
ford, to whom I owed this ſum. I have ſince 
learnt, that he received, in particular on the 
za of November, 1783, the rent of two pre- 
miſes, amounting to £55. having given his 
receipt for it. This money he paid to Mrs. T. 
without my knowledge or concurrence alſo. 
The other ſum of about £18. for the rent of a 
ſhop, was received in June, 1783. : 
__ Finding myſelf entirely neglected and aban- 
doned in France, to diſtreſs and poverty, I 
vote ſeveral letters, requiring a remittance of 
ſome money for my ſupport, But after re- 
maining ſeveral months without receiving any 
anſwer from Mrs. T. or any communication 
of intelligence reſpecting my affairs at Bright» 
helmſton, I left France on Sunday, January 
25, 1784, and came to England, where I 
landed the next night, at 12 o'clock. Going 


immediately to a confidential friend, I was its. 


formed that Mrs. T. had left my 'bouſe and 
| ſhop on Monday the roth of November, 1783, 

and that ſhe had been at London, Newmarket, 

and other places, in company, as was ſuppoſed, 
with the before-mentioned Col. John Bayard. 


On the F 180 271 1784, I went to 
London 


8 nn CASE of 


London in ſearch of my wife, but, being dif. 
appointed of finding her as expected, in toyn, 
1, the next day went in the Windſor ſtage to 
\= Eton, where I found Mrs. T. and her four 
i children at her father's houſe. Having re- 
| mained here four c day's, L left her and children, 
. and came to town in order to obtain ſuch a 
ſtate of my affairs from Mr. Bailey, who bad 
had for ſome time their direction, as I might. 
with ſome preciſion form an idea of my true 
ſituation, ſo as to make propoſals of ſome kind, 
that might appeaſe the alarm and anxicty of 
my creditors. Mrs. T. endeavoured as much 
as poſſible to diſſuade me from calling on Mr. 
Bailey. What were her fears on this Occaſion, 
her own guilt can beſt determine. For Icould 
'- "Tee no other perſon to apply to, for a true ſtate 
of my ſituation, than he, who had had its 
management. I therefore waited upon James 
Bailey, and requeſted from him a e and par- 
Licular account of what he had received and 
expended in and for my buſineſs fince it had 
| been committed to his truſt and confidence. 
But this ſatisfaction I could not obtain. He 
© told me that having advanced certain ſums of 
Zb ould retain the 2 a/ſignment of my 
© £"ffects, including the two leaſes, as his ſecu- 


-111 #5, Until the principal was paid with intereſt, 
baugpdbocharer er are the ſums he pretends to have 


q +5 Advaueeg 09 * In -ACCO! ib he did not d! charge x 
1 ther debt dte tr. Aikinfon; for there ran : 


Femains/tHery COBBUTent eds diſcharging 
the extent & thE ft Office unpaid. Having 


btained no f#7/5ſafory account from Mr; 
Pailey, LH ꝛzongd ** creditors together mY 


London, 
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I. 90 and laid before them A | ſtate of my 
affairs, and found my debts to be upwards of 
£800. For, inſtead of Mr. Bailey taking and 
conducting the buſineſs on his own account, 
I find my fationer” s bill, with other goods 
which were bought on my account, increaſed. 
to upwards of £100. more than when I left 
Brigbthelmſton. It is, therefore, very evi- 


ee the buſineſs was carried on for me, and 


in my name only, however Mr. Bailev may be 
inclined to ay ail himſelf of the advantage of 
the aſſignment which was truſted to bim in 


confidence, for the preſervation of my effects. 


When Mr. Bailey firſt -ccommodated me with 
the £100. towards diſcharging the extent, I 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe it was done purely 
for my ſervice and accommodation. But from 
circumſtances, which muſt neceſfarily be 
| hereafter diſcloſed, of his knowledge and con- 
nivance with the illicit conduct of Mrs. T. 
and Col. John Bayard, I am now clearly of 
opinion, that he ka long fince adopted a fixed 
and firm reſolution to oppoſe every legal mea- 
fure I may have recourſe for the purpoſe of 
_ enforcing a reſtitution of my property on ſuch | 
fair and equitable terms, as by the nature of 
the tranſaction I could offer him.—This muſt. 
| evidently appear from what has fince occurred, 
Mr. Bailey having agreed that I ſhould have 
poſſeſſion of my ſhop, trade and effects, on 
paying him intereſt for his money, I then 
ſtated to my creditors the proſpect I had of 
Rani this intereſt, maintaining myſelf and 


Family, and paying five ſhillings in the pound 
3; of the four hundred pounds mag them. 


My 


ney, at firſt, abſo 
me upon the buſineſs. However, after Mr. 
Wilby, my attorney, remonſtrated with him 
on the impropriety of this behaviour, Mr. Wil- 
ley, his attorney, ſaid, that as Mr. Bailey con- 
fidered himſelf a purchaſer of the leaſehold 
| premiſes, effects, &c. &c. ſpecified in the 
aſſignment, Mr. Bailey would give me poſſeſ- 
fon, if I would give him ſufficient ſecurity 
for the whole property which he now holds of 
mine by virtue of this aſſignment: but, fur- 
ther, that I ſhould pay him £50. as rent for 
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My creditors approving of this method of — 
ſettlement, cloſed the meeting, depending 
that I ſhould be immediately poſſeſſed of my 
houſe and buſineſs again; but on my applying 


to Mr. Bailey repeated times for the fulfilling 


of his promiſe, I found that he had altered 
his intentions. I then aſked him what other 
propoſitions he had to make, defiring that 
he would commit his terms to paper, in order 
to prevent any further prevarication about a 
buſineſs which I wiſhed to have ſettled with 
every Juſtice to him as well as to myſelf and 
family: he, however, refuſed to propoſe any 
terms except ſuch as I might receive by wait⸗ 
ing on his attorney; I therefore called upon 
my attorney who accompanied me to his, for 
the purpoſe of hearing what he had to pro- 


poſe; but, to our 8 aſtoniſhment, his attor- 
utely refuſed to treat with 


this preſent year 1784, and that Mr. Bailey 
mould reſerve to himſelf the privilege of re- 
fuming the premiſes, or continuing them in my 
| Ee on as he ſhould think, at the end of the 


ms moſt proper or convenient. I was, 
beldeg | 
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: befide, to have no power, authority, or intereſt 
in any of the other premiſes. Finding, there- 
fore, that Mr. Bailey denied his receiving the 
aſfignment of my effects in truſt, and conclud- 
ing, conſequently, it was for the purpoſe merely 
of taking every advantage of my ſituation, 
which, he thought the nature of theſe circum-_ 
| Kances might permit, I refuſed to liſten any 
a longer to the arbitrary terms propoſed by Mr. 
Willey in behalf of his client, Mr. Bailey.— 
Mr. Wilby, my attorney, wrote the follow! ing 
letter e to my: defire, . 


«SIR, 


Ar. the RP of Mr. Richard 


5 I 1 apply to you for an account in 
writing of your demands upon him for monies 
actually advanced by you on your taking from 
the Sheriff of Suſſex, in your name, in truſt 
for him, the aſſignment of the two leaſes of 
the houſes and premiſes belonging to him, at 


Brighthelmſton, and his property there, and of 


the intereſt of thoſe monies and all expences 
neceſſarily incurred on that occaſion; as I am 
inſtructed by Mr. Thomas to inform you, that 
it is his intention ſhortly to diſcharge what is 
juſtly due to you, and to take an aſſignment of 

_ thoſe leaſes and all his property in your poſſeſ- 


fion, agreeable to the intention of him and you 


at the time the tranſaction took place. I hope, 
therefore, you will not fail to favour me with. 
ſuch account in the courſe of two or three 
days, as the ſooner this buſineſs is put in a 


channel 


No. 1), Bafughall-Strect, 
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"ann for fottlement; the better it muſt be : 
| for Mr. Thomas as well as yourſelf, 


1 am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


th of April, 1784. 


8 : Addreſſed to Mr. HOY Portland:-Street, Sobo, 


Mr. Bailey thought not proper to anſwer the 


above letter, but Mr. Wilby received the fol- 


lowing alert from Mr. Bailey' 8 attorney, Mr. 
Willey. 5 


pe «SIR, 


*X. U R 3 to Mr. Baller is | 


Now "bolork me; you ſeem to me to have en- 


tirely miſtaken this matter. Mr. Bailey is not 


a Truſtee, but a Purchaſer. As fuch, he will 


not agree to any other terms than thoſe he has 

"RIFE ady offered. If theſe are not acceded to 
within one week, he will conſider all treaty at 
en end, and act accordingly. 


1 am, dir, 
Your moſt bumble Servant, NE, 
1 W. WI L LE 1. us 


gth of April, 1784. 


Addrefled to Mr. Wilby, Attorney. at Law, 


No. 34, Fm Street, Soho. 


— a Alter 


8 BEN. WI LBV.“ YL 
No. 347 Berwick- Street, Soho, 
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Aer Mr. Wilby wrote a letter to 
ſaid Mr. Ts | as s follows: ; 


| R. e 


: "4. Keckived your letter in a anſwer 5 
to mine to Mr. Bailey, and, by the direction 
of Mr. Thomas, am to acquaint you, that he 


expects Mr. Bailey to comply with the requeſt _ 
of my letter to him, as to the deliv ery of the 


account required by it to be delivered; and as 


be doubts not he ſhall be able to prove Mr. 


Bailey to have interfered in the buſineſs merely 5 

as a Truſtee, as I have already intimated, it is 
Mr. Thomas's intention (if ſuch account be 
not forthwith delivered) to file a Bill in Equity 
againſt him, to recover the relief to which the 

nature of the caſe entitles him, I have this day 


Vritten to Mr. Bailey a letter to this effect, 


becauſe I conceived it neceſſary to give him, 
as well as you, notice of Mr. Thomas' s inten- 


8 tion in this particular. 


Tam, Sir, 5 5 
Vour very humble Sery a 
Do SE BEN, WILBY.,” 
No. 34, Berwick- Street, Soho, 
. of April, 1784. | „ 
Addreſſed to Mr. Willey, Attorney at Law, : 
| No. 17, Baſi EPO rect: 


On the ſame day Mr. Wilby wrote to Mr. 
Bailey to the ſame purport as he did to Mr, 
Wiley, ! it N as a foundation 

for 
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for a Bill in equity, to make ſuch enen Eo 
as were neceflary to require him to do what the 
circumſtances of the tranſaction required. 
Io theſe two letters, neither Mr. Wilby nor 
5 myſelf have received any anſwer: „ 
Bailey has ſince thought proper to open my 
hop and carry on the buſineſs in his own name 
and for his own emolument, by holding me at 
every defiance to which his injuſtice and teme 
rity excite and encourage bim ; 
Le leaſes, ſtock in trade, and effects, 3 
| by the extent, and afterwards aſſigned to Mr. 
Bailey, though valued at only £313. by the 
i ES Sheriff, and to Mr. Bailey, can be proved to 
. be of much greater value.“ They are ſuppoſcd 
1 io be worth ar leaſt £600. It, therefore, Mr. 
Ruailey is juſtified in retaining their poſſeſſion, 
= 1 ſhall receive, not only an abſolute loſs of 
een £ 200. and £300. but a much greater, 
5 that of the advantages ariſing from the ſale of 
= my own ſtock, and the continuance of an cſta- 
| bliſhed profitable trade. 
It can be fully proved, that Mr. Bailey has 
: made ſeveral declarations, that the ſaid aſſign- 
ments were executed to him on truſt, and for 
the purpoſe before ſuggeſted. 1 
HFfaeing waited, in vain, ſuch a time as was 
ſufficiently neceſſary for Mr. Bailey to anſwer 
my attorney's letters, either by his attorney or 
| himſelf, had he been inclined to have ſettled 
our difference on fair and equitable terms, 1 
thought 


# In PAL of many Grits of goods beiog Hee: | 


_, wards ſent into the ſhop, by being left ar a during 
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t thought} it proper to lay a fair ſtate of the facts 


between us, before an eminent counſel, for his 


opinion, and directions for a proper mode of 
procedure for redreſs. Although J was ſuffi- 


ciently convinced of the juſtice of my own 


Cauſe and intentions, I was yet defirous of 


having my opinion ſtrengthened by that, 1 
above obſerved, of the moſt eminent in the 


profeſſion. Ty conſequence, my caſe was 
drawn, and counſel's opinion given, which is 


fo favorable, that it has afforded the greateſt 


degree of confidence of my ſuccefs, ſhould 


Mr. Bailey have the temerity to hazard a hear- 


ing. I have implicitly adhered to the opinion 


"mn directions of my counſel, by filing a bill e 
in equity againſt Mr. Bailey, to compel him 


to return my property, and the poſſeſſion of 
my premiſes; and alſo arreſting him for the 


ſurplus of the property which he withholds 5 


from me that is not contained in the aſſign- 


ment. 
; public the tedious forms which muſt ne- 


But I mean not to anticipate to the 


ceſſarily be adopted, if I am to wait the event _ 
of a ſuit, which I know will be oppoſed with 


| every poſſible refiſtance that is in the defen- 
dant's power, I muſt, therefore, beg leave to 
aſſure the public, that i in the manner as above 


related, Mr. Bailey obtained the poſſeſſion of 


My trade and property; ſo that I muſt impor- 
tune my friends and the public at large, to 
ſuſpend their judgments upon the facts which 
I know have been ſo illiberally and unjuſtly | 
Rated againſt my character, conduct, and cir- 
cumſtances, eſpecially thoſe of my not being 
in my nous and buſineſs as uſual, and Mr. 


Baile 


: degree, 5 
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Bailey appearing there. and carrying on the 5 
buſineſs on his own account. For they may be 
aſſured, if there be a poſſibility of my being 
relieved by equity, every endeavour and ex- - 
pence ſhall be uſed to effect my re- inſtatement 
in my houſe and bufineſs, when I truſt I ſhall 
pe found deſerving of the continuance of the 
favours I have fo liberally received from them 
during my long continuance in the buſineſs, 
before the arrival of my misfortunes. As the 
good opinion of my friends have been always 
the firſt object of my deſires and actions, it 15 
with this view I have publiſhed my 1 


and with this hope 1 ſubſcribe mel 


T heir moſt obliged, 
And very obedient humble ſervant, 


1 5th, I 1 


WED 


— — VVV . el. a HART 
d 


